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In the Port Richmond section of Philadelphia
3370 Tilton Street, Philadelphia, PA 19134

215-423-1707 • KielbasyBoys.com

Homemade “Old World Technique” Made Fresh Daily for Over 80 Years!

Looking for homemade POLISH food 
that will send your taste buds SOARING?

Visit

Kielbasa, Bigos, Pierogies
Cabanossi, Sauerkraut

Suppo r t  t he  adve r t i s e r s  l i s t ed  i n  t he  P o l i sh  Amer i c an  N ews .

You’re Invited to Visit the 
Polish American 

Cultural Center Museum
308 Walnut Street (3rd & Walnut Streets) 

in Historic Philadelphia, PA
Open Admission Free

Monday through Friday 
11 A.M. to 4 P.M.

(215) 922-1700 • Internet: 
PolishAmericanCenter.com

Everyone is invited • Welcome - Witamy! 

The Museum Exhibit Hall Features:  
 	 -   	Polish and Polish American History and Customs 
 	 -  	 Great Men and Women of Polish Heritage 
 	 -   	Pictorial Display of Actual World War II Photos
 	 -   	First Polish Settlers in America on October 1, 1608
 	 -  	 Poland’s Constitution of May 3, 1791 

“Second Oldest Written Democratic Constitution in the World”

Greetings to Polonia as we mark the

1,059th Anniversary of 

Documented Polish History
from

Richard L. Krzyzanowski, Esq.
Krzyzanowski Foundation

Thanks to everyone who helps promote the 
Polish American News.

	 Help us spread the word by copying the link to the 
Polish American News, which is located on the top of the 
front page of PolishAmericanCenter.com, and send it to 
your family and friends.  
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Polish American Cultural Center Museum
308 Walnut Street in Historic Philadelphia

General Thaddeus Kosciuszko
Hero of both America and Poland  

2025 Tribute Program

	 Throughout the year, General Kosciuszko is featured in the 
Museum Exhibit Hall. This year the life and accomplishments of 
General Kosciuszko will be highlighted during radio broadcasts on 
the Polish American Radio Program on 860 AM. 

Saturday, February 1st, 11 A.M. to 12 Noon - with Michael Blichasz 

Sunday, February 2nd - 12:30 to 1:30 P.M. - with Barbara Ilnicka

	 More details will be listed on PolishAmercianCenter.com and 
on Facebook at Facebook.com/PolishAmericanCenter at the end 
of January, 2025.

Tune in to daily broadcasts at PolishAmericanRadio.com

General Thaddeus Kosciuszko 1746 - 1817
Hero of America and Poland

	 Thaddeus Kosciuszko was born in Poland on February 4, 
1746, son of Ludwik and Tekla Kosciuszko. He attended school in 
Lubieszow and then the Cadet Academy in Warsaw before continuing 
his engineering studies in Paris, France. By the time Kosciuszko 
arrived in America from Poland in 1776, he was a skilled engineer 
who came to offer his services to the American colonies in their 
struggle for independence. On October 18, 1776, Kosciuszko was 
commissioned as Colonel of Engineers by the Continental Congress 
and began his outstanding service of fortifying battle sites, many of 
which became turning points in America’s fight for independence 
against the British.

	 Shortly after arriving in Philadelphia in 1776, Kosciuszko read 
the Declaration of Independence and was moved to tears because 
he discovered in this single, concise document everything in which 
he truly believed. When he discovered that Thomas Jefferson was 
responsible for drafting the Declaration, he felt compelled to meet 
him. A few months later, while moving south with the Continental 
Army, Kosciuszko stopped in Virginia to meet with Jefferson. After 
a very warm reception, the two men spent the day comparing 
philosophies and eventually became the best of friends.

	 In the early days of the war, Kosciuszko helped to fortify the 
Philadelphia waterfront at Fort Mercer. Shortly after, he was 
transferred to New York, where he helped with fortifications along the 
Hudson and planned the defense for Saratoga. The Battle of Saratoga 
became known as one of military history’s most famous struggles for 
independence and proved to be a turning point in the war.

	 In 1778, Kosciuszko was made chief engineer of West Point, New 
York. This fortification became known as the American Gibraltar 
because it was unable to be penetrated by the British Army. 
Eventually West Point became a military academy.

	 In 1783, Kosciuszko was appointed Brigadier General and was 
awarded the Cincinnati Order Medal by General George Washington, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army. Washington also 
presented Kosciuszko with two pistols and a sword as gifts for his 
outstanding service to America.

	 After the colonies won their independence, Kosciuszko returned to 
Poland in 1784 to help his own country win independence from the 
surrounding European powers. Kosciuszko was the national hero 
of the 1794 Insurrection. After the successful battle of Raclawice 
on April 4, 1794, first Warsaw and then Wilno were liberated from 
enemy occupation. Kosciuszko was wounded in the failed revolt 
and taken prisoner by the Russians. Upon his release from prison, 
he returned to America on August 18, 1797, which he considered 
his “second home.” He received a hero’s welcome when he reached 
the Philadelphia waterfront along the Delaware River. Afterward, 
he secured a residence at 3rd and Pine Streets, which is now the 
Kosciuszko House, a national memorial to this hero of the American 
Revolution.

	 Kosciuszko was admired by general and foot soldier alike, both 
for his technical knowledge and for his sympathetic understanding 
and generosity. Jefferson wrote of Kosciuszko, “He is as pure a son 
of liberty as I have ever known.” Tragically, Kosciuszko, a devoted 
champion of the poor and oppressed, never witnessed the arrival of 
freedom in his homeland, Poland.

	 Kosciuszko was a firm believer of equality and requested, before 
leaving the United States for the second time, that the money from 
his estate be used to buy freedom for slaves, help to educate them 
and provide them with enough land to support themselves.

	 Kosciuszko spent the last years of his life in Switzerland, where 
on October 15, 1817 he died at the age of 72. He is buried in Wawel 
Castle, in Krakow, Poland, among the tombs of the Polish Kings.

	 In 1828, a Corps of Cadets erected a monument to Kosciuszko at 
West Point, where his work was of vital importance to America in the 
Revolution.

	 You can learn more about General Thaddeus Kosciuszko when 
you visit the Kosciuszko House, Third and Pine Streets, or the Polish 
American Cultural Center Museum, 308 Walnut Street, both in 
historic Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Polish American Radio Program

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday

11 A.M. to 12 Noon

Sundays • 12:30 to 1:30 P.M.

860 AM Radio

Music, News from Poland, Local News and 
Special Features in the Polish Language 

with Hostess Barbara Ilnicka

Saturday Variety Program

Saturday • 11A.M. to 12 Noon

and

American Workers Radio

Wednesdays • 11 A.M. to 12 Noon

860 AM Radio 

in the English Language 
Hosted by Michael Blichasz

The Pauline Fathers Radio Broadcast

Thursdays • 11:45 A.M. to 12 Noon

860 AM Radio
in the Polish Language from the 

National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa 

in Doylestown, PA

Tune in to 

Polonia Today
  Sunday 1:30 P.M. to 2:00 P.M. • 860 AM Radio

With Producer Debbie Majka

National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa
“America’s Czestochowa”

Pauline Fathers and Brothers

654 Ferry Road, Doylestown, PA 18901
Telephone: 215-345-0600

Internet: PolishShrine.com
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Polish People in America for Over 416 Years 

     Polish Americans have been a 
vibrant part of America’s history 
and culture for over 416 years, ever 
since the First Polish Settlers arrived 
in America at Jamestown, Virginia, 
on October 1, 1608.  As one of the 
larger ethnic groups in the United 
States, with millions who share full 
or partial Polish heritage, Polish 
Americans continue to contribute to 
every part of the fabric of America, the “Great Mosaic of America.”  Listed below are 
just a few of the ways Polish Americans enhance the United States of America.  

1. Polish Americans are competent workers, business owners and taxpayers. 
The taxes they pay represent a substantial portion of the annual revenue used 
to support government services and community programs. 

2. Polish Americans pride themselves in property ownership and in proper 
building maintenance, which in turn promotes real estate values in city 
neighborhoods and suburban communities. 

3. Polish Americans regularly sponsor public events of an ethnic or patriotic 
nature, highlighting their ethnic richness. These events promote positive 
publicity and goodwill for the Polish American community and local 
communities. 

4. Polish Americans believe in education, both public and private. They often 
choose the private and parochial systems, increasing their own financial 
commitments, while reducing the financial burden on local and state education 
budgets. 

5. Polish Americans support youth, cultural and community service 
organizations, church groups, and civic and patriotic activities. Their 
community efforts maintain Polish and Polish American history, culture and 
pride. 

	 When Polish American community representatives seek financial assistance or 
services from state government, they are simply seeking a portion of the services and 
appropriations which are being financially made possible from a portion of their own 
tax dollars. 

Yolanda Konopacka DeSipio of 
Bennett, Bricklin & Saltzburg, LLP

Attorneys at Law 

Call: (215) 423-4824

	 Available to assist clients throughout the
	 Philadelphia area & New Jersey in both the
	 English and Polish Languages

	 Immigration, Personal Injury, 
Worker’s Compensation & Real Estate

Polish National Alliance
America’s Largest National Fraternal Organization

National Office: 
6100 N. Cicero Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60646
1-800-621-3723

Life Insurance 
& Annuity Programs

http://www.pna-znp.org/
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Best Wishes for a Happy New Year 
from all our

Major Museum Sponsors

Michael Blichasz & Family
Caroline Ciesielka
Czerw’s Kielbasy

Hon. Bernice Soban DeAngelis
John & Mary Alice Groch

Gruszewski & Schaller Families
Richard & Dorothy Klimek 

Casimir Kowalski
John & Cynthia Krakowiak & Family

Richard L. Krzyzanowski, Esq.

National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa
Doylestown, PA

Polish & Slavic Federal Credit Union
Polska Polish Pottery & Gifts
Rivers Casino, Philadelphia

Theresa Romanowski

Sandra Tomaszewski
Tomaszewski Funeral Home

Union Roofing

In Memory of Dorothy Walunas
Joseph Walunas

WSFS Bank

Best Wishes for a Happy New Year 
from all our

Tour Group Promoters

Ammons Family Shoprite

Byrne’s Tavern

Edward Chabalowski

Danuta Dobrowolskyj

Albert E. Karwowski

The Klauder Family

Kristine Kousmine

Diane Mucowski LaBruno

Stephanie McCurry

Thomas Orawiec

Polish National Alliance, Group #714

In Memory of Joseph & Irene Pomager

Port Richmond Savings

Henry J. Rydzewski

Greetings to Polonia in 
Philadelphia and the Tri-State Area

from the

For information and a list of our locations, 
visit us on the Internet at:

www.PSFCU.com 
OUR CREDIT UNION...MORE THAN A BANK

As a member you are also an owner of our Credit Union!

	 Our unique understanding of the Polish & Slavic community 
lets us understand you and your family’s financial needs. Our 
representatives speak Polish and English to serve you better. 

	 Since 1976, we have been providing Polonia with financial 
products and services such as checking, savings and IRA 
accounts. We also offer a variety of VIA credit, debit, and gift 
cards. In the past few years we have significantly expanded 
our electronic services, giving members access to internet and 
telephone banking, as well as online bill payment. 

	 We also take pride in offering a wide array of residential 
and commercial mortgages and consumer loans, all at very 
competitive rates. Please visit one of our branches and 
experience the credit union difference, or visit us on the 
Internet: PSFCU.com

Happy New Year to the 
Polish American Community.

WSFSBank.com

Polish American String Band
A Philadelphia Mummer’s Tradition since 1933 

856-287-7845

PolishAmericanStringBand.com

Download and print archived editions of the
 Polish American News from the Internet at: PolishAmericanNews.com

Polish American Heritage Association
Manayunk, Roxborough & Surrounding Areas Group

In cooperation with Polish American Cultural Center

308 Walnut Street - Philadelphia, PA - PolishAmericanCenter.com

For information about our upcoming meeting, contact: 

Helen Cyzio (215) 482-3040

Polish Eagles Sports Club
3157 E. Thompson Street - Philadelphia, PA 19134

(Port Richmond section)

Wedding and Special Events - Call: (215) 423-0800
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From all our Members and Friends
Best Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy New Year

We Are Proud to be
Polish American Cultural Center Museum Exhibit Hall Promoters

American Workers Radio

Ammons Family Shoprite

Anyzek Fuels Inc.

Applebee’s, Castor Avenue

Joseph Batory

Marian & Danuta Bielawiec

Michael Blichasz & Family

Dr. Edwin Bogucki

Dorothy Bonowitz

Mary & Jacek Brach & Family

James Cackowski

Edward A. Chabalowski

Henry Cieplinski

Caroline A. Ciesielka

Maryann Collison

Helen Cyzio

In Memory of Hilary S. Czaplicki

Drs. Casimir & Dorothy Czarnecki

Dr. & Mrs. Melvin Czechowski

Czerw’s Kielbasy

John Czerw & Family

Dennis E. Daniel

Maryanne Daniel

Judge Bernice Soban DeAngelis

Dorothy Dempsey

Yolanda Konopacka DeSipio

Lawrence S. Dmochowski

Danuta Dobrowolskyj

In Memory of 

Rev. Msgr. Francis Feret

Mary S. Feret

LTC. & Mrs. Michael Feret

Joseph Fraioli

Michael Gabor

Richard J. Gastowich

Mr. & Mrs. David W. Gilefski

Eugene A. Gniewek 

Funeral Home     

Edward R. Czepulkowski, 

FD. Prop.

Wojciech & Halina Gontar 

Kathleen Gregory

John & Mary Alice Groch 

Gruszewski & Schaller Families

Jerry S. Grzesiak

Frank & Dottie Hendzel

Josephine Howitz

Michael & Karen Hrabowski

Barbara & Walter Ilnicki

Albert E. Karwowski, CPA

Klauder Family

Richard & Dorothy Klimek

Marie H. Klincewicz

Carol Klinger

Maria & Marek Koleda

Czeslawa Kolodziej 

Al & Pat Koproski

Kristina Kousmine

Casimir Kowalski

John & Cynthia Krakowiak

Alfreda Kruszynski 

Richard L. Krzyzanowski, Esq.

Christine I. Kwik

Pat Kwoka

Dr. Joan Lambert

Krystyna Latsios, Realtor

Leck Waste Removal Services

Judy Antoni Leisure

In Honor of Eugene & Frances Lubienecki

Robert & Debra Lusiak

Marek & Ela Majdosz

Rev. Leo J. Maletz Jr.

Eugene & Marie Killian Mattioni

Stephanie Henryka McCurry

Paula A. Messick

Diane Mucowski LaBruno

Wesley Musial
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From all our Members and Friends
Best Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy New Year

We Are Proud to be
Polish American Cultural Center Museum Exhibit Hall Promoters

National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa 
Pauline Fathers 

John & Jean Opiela
Thomas Orawiec     

Dennis Ostapowicz
Rev. Jan Palkowski

Zig Panek
Joyce Paluszkiewicz

Philadelphia 
Federal Credit Union

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Piascik
Wladyslaw Piesiecki

Zofia Plewa
Polish American Congress

     Eastern PA District
PACC of Camden County

Polish American 
Cultural Center Museum

Polish American Heritage Association
    of Bridesburg, Philadelphia

Polish American Heritage Association
     Camden County

Polish American Heritage Association
     of Delaware County

Polish American Heritage Association
     Manayunk/Roxborough 

Polish American Heritage Association
     Montgomery County

Polish American Heritage Association
of Berks County

Polish American Heritage Association
     of Port Richmond, Philadelphia

Polish American Journal
Polish American Radio Program - 860 AM

Polish American Social Services
Polish American String Band 

Polish American Travel Service
Polish Eagle Sport Club

Tadeusz Sadlo, President 
Polish Museum of America

Polish National Alliance
Polish National Alliance, 

Lodge 714
Polish Roman Catholic Union 

of America
Polish & Slavic 

Federal Credit Union
Polka Deli 

Polska Polish Pottery & Gifts

In Loving Memory of

Joseph & Irene Pomager

Honorary Consul of Poland 

Richard Poremski

     Baltimore, Maryland 

Port Richmond Savings 

Maria Prusik

Rev. Konstanty Pruszynski

Rivers Casino, Philadelphia

In Memory of 

Frank & Mary Romanowski

Kenneth & Linda Romanowski

Theresa B. Romanowski

Drs. Janusz & Malgorzata Romanski

Henry J. Rydzewski

Dr inz Jozef Rzeznik

Sacred Heart Church, 

Royersford, PA

    Rev Tadeusz Gorka, Pastor

Robert J. Schneider & Andrea M. Watson

In Memory of 

Fr. John A. Sitko

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Skorczynski 

Carl & Linda Skowronek

Slabinski/Sucharski Funeral Home

Joseph Slabinski

Stephen Smolczynski 

St. Adalbert Polish Language School

Dennis E. Stasko

Edward C. Tomaszewski Inc. Funeral Home

      Sandra Tomaszewski, Supervisor

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ulrych

Union Roofing

Tim & Vickie Wadas

In Memory of Dorothy L. Walunas

Joseph Walunas

Liz Whitman

Robert Wieckowski Family

John & Pat Wisniewski

Robert & Danelle Wisniewski

Marilyn Wlazewski

Leonard A. Wroblewski

WSFS Bank

Raymond & Barbara Wyszynski

Mary Ann Zerkowski 

Robert Zogorski & Family



Polish American Cultural Center Museum
308 Walnut Street - Philadelphia, PA 19106 - (215) 922-1700

Membership/Donation Form
Kindly return this form with your reply)

Print this form
    In support of the Polish American Cultural Center Museum 
Exhibit Hall, I am enclosing my membership/donation. 

							           Date ________________

		  _______	 General Annual Membership $50.00

		  _______	 Polish Eagle Annual Membership $75.00

		  _______	 Polish Patriot Annual Membership $100.00

		  _______	 Exhibit Hall Patron. 
			   Includes Annual Membership $150.00

		  _______	 Exhibit Hall Sponsor. 
			   Includes Annual Membership $250.00
			   (Includes Listing on the Sponsors Directory)

		  Total Enclosed $__________________

Please make check payable to the 
Polish American Cultural Center

Mailing Information 
(Please print or type your information here.)

	 Name _______________________________________________________

  	 Address _____________________________________________________

	 City ________________________ State ______________ Zip __________

	 Telephone: Area Code (_______) ________________________________

	 E-mail ______________________________________________________

  		  Mail this form to:            	
        	Polish American Cultural Center
        	308 Walnut Street
     	 Philadelphia, PA 19106

Contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law. 

We are grateful for your support.

Or charge my: 

	 ____ Visa ____ American Express ____ Discover ____ Master Card

Total Credit Card Amount $ ________________________________________ 

Card # ____________________________________________________________

CVV Code# _______________ Expiration Date ________________________

Signature _________________________________________________________

Your reply will be acknowledged by mail.

You Can Make an Online Donation at:

Donations.PolishAmericanCenter.com

Our Thanks to All Who Support the Museum Exhibit Hall - Admission Free • (215) 922-1700  • PolishAmericanCenter.com
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Polish American Cultural Center Museum
Located in the Heart of Historic Philadelphia

308 Walnut Street • Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Telephone: (215) 922-1700

Internet: PolishAmericanCenter.com

2025 Membership Appeal

							            January, 2025
Dear Supporters,  

	 First, we thank all supporters of the Polish 
American Cultural Center Museum which has been 
promoting Polish history, culture and pride to a large 
and diverse audience of visitors touring Historic 
Philadelphia for over 36 years. The Museum’s Exhibit 
Hall remains the only institution in America located 
within a Historic District, and is listed on Historic 
Philadelphia street signs, at the Visitor Center and 
on visitor maps. One of the goals of the museum is to 
remain a welcoming public relations point in Historic 
Philadelphia.

	 The Museum and other cultural institutions 
continue to depend on memberships and donations 
to maintain their ongoing services.  As you know, 
there are many monthly costs associated with 
maintaining the Museum Exhibit Hall. We need your 
help to meet our financial obligations.

	 Kindly return the renewal form along with your 
remittance payable to the Polish American Cultural 
Center Museum, as soon as possible. We will 
acknowledge your membership renewal with a thank 
you letter.   

	 All efforts of the Museum Exhibit Hall will 
continue to be promoted on our Internet site: 
PolishAmericanCenter.com, in the electronic edition 
of the Polish American News, on social media and 
during the Polish American Radio Program. 

	 We wish you and yours the very best and thank 
you for Helping to Promote Polish Heritage. For more 
information visit the Center’s Internet site at: 
PolishAmericanCenter.com. 

	 Thank you for your support.
				  
		  Sincerely,	
		  Board and Volunteers
		  Polish American Cultural Center Museum	

Download and print archived editions of the Polish American News at:

Pol ishAmericanNews.com
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 Museum’s Historic Reflections Project
January

	 The Polish American Cultural Center Museum in Historic 
Philadelphia presents Historic Reflections from Polish and Polish 
American history on the Polish American Radio Program.  The 
reflections are organized in a daily format. Some of the dates may be 
the birthday or death date of a prominent person. Other dates may 
celebrate a milestone in a prominent person’s life such as a career 
promotion, invention date, or some accomplishment that contributed 
to science, medicine, sports, or entertainment history. Other dates 
may be an anniversary of a historical event in Polonia or Poland’s 
history. 

	 For your information, we have listed a selection of historic 
reflections for the month of January.

January 2, 1957 - Joanna Pacula  (born)

Joanna Pacula, Polish actress, often played the role 
of the exotic beauty and has played major roles in 
such films as Gorky Park, The Haunted Sea and 
Virus, as well as TV series such as The Colony on 
ABC. She was nominated for a Golden Globe Award.

January 3, 1897 - Barbara Apolonia Chalupec 
(born)

Barbara Apolonia Chalupec, better known by her 
stage name Pola Negri, had a long career in theatre 
and silent films in Poland, Germany, England and 
the United States.  She died as a U.S. Citizen and 
has a star in Hollywood’s Walk of Fame.

January 4, 1977 - Sarah Mlynowski (born) 

Sarah Mlynowski is a Canadian writer of middle-
grade fiction, young adult novels, and adult fiction. 
She used her romance publishing experiences to 
fuel her first novel Milkrun, which has since been 
published in 16 countries, selling over 600,000 
copies around the globe. She is best known for her 
New York Times best-selling series Whatever After.

January 5, 1968 - Andrzej Golata (born) 

Andrzej Golata also known as Andrew Golata was 
a professional boxer from Poland and became 
famous in the United States during fights with 
Mike Tyson, Terrence Lewis, Chris Byrd and 
Lamon Brewster. Although he never won the 
heavyweight championship, his records stands at 
41 wins, 8 losses, 1 no contest and 1 draw with 31 
knockouts.

January 6 - Feast of Three Kings 
(event)

The Feast of the Three Kings is a 
time treasured tradition in which 
the initials K+M+B and the calendar 
year are written in chalk above the 
doorway. The initials are for the 
three wise men, Kasper, Melchoir 
and Baltazar and this gesture is to 

provide protection and good luck for all those within the household.

January 7, 1882 - Ignacy Lukasiewicz (died)

Ignacy Lukasiewicz invented the kerosene lamp and is 
also credited with drilling the first oil well in Southern 
Poland in the mid 1800’s.

January 8, 1918, Woodrow Wilson 
14 Points Plan (event)

Polish Americans rallied behind President Woodrow 
Wilson, who presented to the United States Congress 
his 14 points plan for the creation of an Independent 
Poland.

January 9, 1797 Jan Dabrowski (event) 

Jan Dabrowski, founder of the Polish Legions, was 
honored by having his name included in the Polish 
National Anthem.

January 1, 1955 - Robert Brudzinski (born) 

Robert Louis Brudzinski is a former American 
football linebacker who played 13 seasons 
in the National Football League. In 1979 
Brudzinski had his best year to date making 
all 16 starts for the Rams as the RLB and 
being named 2nd-team All-pro. “Bru” as his 
teammates called him, amassed 127 tackles, 7 
of those for a loss, plus 5 sacks; he intercepted 
a pass, forced a fumble, recovered one and 
broke up 14 passes, either at the line of scrimmage or in coverage.

January 11, 1935 - Marcella Kochanska-Sembrich 
(died)

Marcella Kochanska-Sembrich, renowned 
Metropolitan Opera Singer, taught at the Juiliard 
School in New York and the Curtis Institute of Music 
in Philadelphia.

January 12, 1937 - Polish 
Museum of America Opening 
(event)

The Polish Museum of America 
opened on January 12, 1937. The 
Polish Museum of America is located 
at 984 North Milwaukee Avenue 

in Chicago, Illinois and is one of America’s first and largest ethnic 
museums.

January 13, 1933 -  Tom Gola (born) 
Tom Gola was a four time American Basketball 
player who distinguished himself with the 
Philadelphia Warriors Basketball team between 1955 
and 1962.

January 14, 1770 - Adam Czartoryski (born)

Adam Jerzy Czartoryski served as the first 
unofficial head of Poland’s government during the 
Polish Insurrection of 1831.  Upon the failure of 
the insurrection, he was exiled to France, where he 
established the “Hotel Lambert”, which became a 
center of Polish cultural, educational, patriotic and 
political activities.

January 15, 1909 - Eugene Krupa (born)

Gene Krupa was an American jazz 
drummer, bandleader and composer known 
for his energetic style and showmanship.  
In December 1934, he joined Benny 
Goodman’s band, where his drum work 
made him a national celebrity. Krupa is 
considered “the founding father of the 
modern drumset” by Modern Drummer 
magazine.  

January 16, 2002 - Father Michael Zembrzuski  
(died)

Father Michael Zembrzuski was the founder 
of America’s Czestochowa, the National Shrine 
of Our Lady of Czestochowa in Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania. Father Zembrzuski was a member 
of the Pauline Order, a congregation of priests and 
brothers headquartered in Poland. He came to 
Philadelphia from Poland in 1951 with a mission 

to establish the Pauline Order in the United States.

January 17, 1944 - Wladyslaw Szpilman (event)

Wladyslaw Szpilman was liberated on January 17, 
1944, by the Soviet and Berling’s Polish Army. Since 
that time he was living as a «Warsaw Robinson» in 
the debris of Warsaw, since the total destruction 
which followed the Warsaw Uprising in August of 
1944.

January 10, 1000, Boleslaw Chrobry (event) 

On January 10th in the year 1000, Boleslaw Chrobry 
was crowned the first king of Poland.

January 18, 1908 - Jacob Bronowski (born)

Jacob Bronowski was a Polish-born British 
mathematician, born in Lódz Voivodeship, Poland. 
Bronowski was also a poet, mathematician, 
historian, television presenter, and philosopher.

This page of the Polish American News is sponsored by Richard J. Gastowich
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 Historic Reflections January (Continued)

January 19, 1983 - Justyna Kowalczyk (born)

Justyna Kowalczyk is Polish cross-country skier 
born in Limanowa, Poland. She is a double Olympic 
Champion and a double World Champion. She is 
also the only skier to win the Tour de Ski four times 
in a row and one of two female skiers to win the FIS 
Cross-Country World Cup three times in a row.

January 21, 1941 - Józef Bednarski (born) 

Józef Bednarski is a Polish former professional 
wrestler and bodybuilder, best known by the ring 
name Ivan Putski. He was given the nicknames 
“The Polish Hammer” and “Polish Power”. Putski is 
a former WWF World Tag Team Champion with Tito 
Santana.

January 22, 1941 – Jaan Kaplinski (born) 

Jaan Kaplinski was an Estonian poet, philosopher, 
and culture critic, known for his focus on global 
issues and support for left-wing/liberal thinking. 
He was influenced by Eastern philosophical schools 
(Taoism and especially Buddhism).

January 23, 1873 - Karol Irzykowski (born) 

Karol Irzykowski was a Polish writer, literary critic, 
and film theoretician. Between 1933–1939 in the 
Second Polish Republic he was a member of the 
prestigious Polish Academy of Literature, founded 
by the decree of the Council of Ministers. In his 
highly complex and avantgarde work, he anticipated 
many innovations made by modern European 
experimentalists such as James Joyce, Virginia 
Woolf, William Faulkner and André Gide.

January 24, 1934 - Stanislaw Antoni 
Grochowiak (born)

Stanislaw Antoni Grochowiak, pen-name 
“Kain” (24 January 1934 – 2 September 
1976) was a Polish poet and dramatist. He is 
often classified as a representative of turpism 
(Polish: turpizm, because of his interest in 
the physical, ugly and brutal, but he also 
exhibits strong tendencies toward formal, 
rhymed poetry, reaching on many occasions 
the ornamental grace of a baroque style.

January 25, 1913 - Witold Lutoslawski (born)

Witold Lutoslawski, pianist and composer born
in Warsaw Poland and studied at the Warsaw 
Conservatory was a frequent visitor to the 
United States. He introduced the “Concerto for 
Orchestra” in Cleveland, Ohio.

January 26, 1961 - Wayne Gretzky (born)

Former Canadian professional ice hockey  
player, and former head coach, Wayne Douglas 
Gretzky, played 20 seasons in the National 
Hockey League (NHL), for four teams from 
1979 to 1999. Nicknamed “the Great One”, 
he has been called the greatest hockey player 
ever by many sportswriters, players, the NHL 
itself, based on extensive surveys of hockey 
writers, ex-players, general managers and 
coaches. Gretzky is the leading goal scorer, 
assist producer and point scorer in NHL history, and has more 
assists in his career than any other player scored total points. He is 
the only NHL player to total over 200 points in one season, a feat he 
accomplished four times.

January 27, 1861 - Ralph Modjeski (born)

Ralph Modjeski, famous bridgebuilder, was the 
son of famous actress Helena Modjeska. Ralph 
Modjeski built the Benjamin Franklin and 
Tacony Palmyra Bridges on the Delaware River 
in Philadelphia and designed and built 30 other 
bridges across America.

January 20, 1320 - Wladyslaw Lokietek 
(event)

Wladyslaw Lokietek, known as Ladislaus 
the Short, was crowned King of Poland in 1320.

January 28, 1611 - Jan Haweliusz (born) 
Jan Haweliusz, a Polish Astronomer, was the 
founder of lunar topography. Johannes Hevelius 
(in German also known as Hevel; Polish: Jan 
Heweliusz was a councillor and mayor of Danzig 
(Gdansk), Kingdom of Poland. As an astronomer, 
he gained a reputation as “the founder of 
lunar topography”, and described ten new 
constellations, seven of which are still used by 
astronomers.

January 30, 1947 - Malgorzata Braunek 
(born) 

Actress Malgorzata Braunek was born in 
Szamotuly, Wielkopolskie, Poland. She was an 
actress, known for Tulips  (2004), Lalka (1978) 
and Wniebowstapienie (1969). She was married 
to Andrzej Krajewski, Andrzej Zulawski and 
Janusz Guttner. She died on June 23, 2014 in 
Warsaw, Mazowieckie, Poland.

January 31, 1930 - Arthur Michalik (born)

Arthur Michalik was an American professional 
football player who was a linebacker and guard 
in the National Football League (NFL). He 
played from 1953 to 1956 for the San Francisco 
49ers and Pittsburgh Steelers. As a professional 
wrestler in the 1960s, he won the Pacific 
Northwest Wrestling Tag Team Championship 
three times with The Destroyer.

January 29, 1846 – Karol Stanislaw Olszewski 
(born)

Karol Stanislaw Olszewski was a Polish chemist, 
mathematician and physicist. Olszewski and 
Zygmunt Wroblewski were the first to liquify the 
gases oxygen and nitrogen.

1001 N. Delaware Avenue
Philadelphia PA 19125

Telephone: 877-477-3715  •  RiversCasino.com

This page of the Polish American News is sponsored by Laura Andres
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	 On Wednesday, January 1, 2025, the 
Mummers Parade took place on Broad 
Street in Center City Philadelphia. The 
Mummers Parade which officially began 
on January 1, 1901, is a very festive way 
to start off the New Year. 

     Compliments to ALL the mummer 
divisions which are grouped into five 
divisions: the comic division, fancy 
brigades, fancy division, string bands, 
and the wench brigade division.

    The Polish American community would 
like to congratulate the Polish American 
String Band on their 2025 theme 

“Hoedown In Whoot’n Holler”. Out of 14 String Bands, Polish American 
placed 6th on New Years Day. We would also like to take a minute and 
note the unsung HEROES, the men, women, and children of the Polish 
American String Band who help behind the scenes to make the theme 
possible. From moving props, and doing make-up, to making food for the 
members, Congratulations and Thank you to all the MARSHALLS and 
families who work tirelessly to make the magic of their theme possible.

	 Many people do not realize the amount of time, hard work, and late nights the men and their families put in for many months to create and 
perform a 4 minute and 30 second Broadway spectacle right here in Philadelphia. They sacrifice their time, energy, and time with their families 
for many months to provide an entertaining musical and artistic performance for the judges, the thousands of people gathered along the parade 
route and tens-of-thousands of people who tuned in on METV2, streamed on WFMZ.com and on social media. 

	 Once again, CONGRATULATIONS to the Polish American String Band on your AMAZING performance on New Years Day. YOU MAKE US 
PROUD!

The parade was seen on ME TV 2 and was also streamed on WFMZ.com.
Below is the presentation by the Polish American String Band

“Hoedown in Whoot’n Holler”

Polish Americans Well Represented in the
2025 Mummers Day Parade in Philadelphia

The Mummers Parade on January 1, 2025, was broadcast on ME TV 2, with 
hosts (right) Larry Mendte and (center) Dawn Stensland. Co-host for the String 
Band Divisions was (left) David Grzybowski.
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	 The Polish Christmas display at the Polish American Cultural Center Museum, 308 Walnut 
Street, in historic Philadelphia, welcomed hundreds of visitors of all ages. Thanks to all the 
visitors to the Historic Philadelphia District that stopped in to recognize Polish culture at this 
special time of year.

A Look at the Christmas Holiday Customs Highlighted at the
Polish American Cultural Center Museum

One of the Last Stand Alone 

Community Banks in Port Richmond

PRSBank.com

Happy New Year

Best Wishes for a Happy New Year 
from all our

Benefactor Sponsors

Anyzek Fuels Inc.
Mary & Jacek Brach
Helen McElroy Cyzio

Ltc. and Mrs. Michael Feret
Richard J. Gastowich

Mr. & Mrs. David Gilefski
Michael & Karen Hrabowski

Leck Waste Removal Services
Judy Antoni Leisure

Eugene & Marie J. Mattioni
Philadelphia Federal Credit Union

Polish American Heritage Association
   Manayunk/Roxborough Area of 

Phladelphia Group
Polish American Journal
Polish National Alliance 

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America 
“PRCUA”

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Skorczynski
Joseph Slabinski

Slabinski / Sucharski Funeral Home

Bus Groups Welcome at the
Polish American Cultural Center Museum

     Philadelphia welcomes many bus 
groups and tour groups visiting the 
Historic District every day. If you are 
planning a group tour to Philadelphia, be 
sure to visit the Polish American Cultural 
Center Museum at 308 Walnut Street and 
the Kosciuszko House at 3rd and Pine 
Streets.

	 When you make your plans, call the Museum in advance so 
that a representative can greet your group and give them a tour.

     Call the Polish American Cultural Center Museum, Monday 
through Friday, between 11 A.M. and 3 P.M. and let them know 
when your group is planning to visit. Call 215-922-1700.  For 
more info, visit: PolishAmericanCenter.com/busgroups.html
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Polish Americans Stand United 
With Our Ukrainian Brothers & 

Sisters & All Who Stand For
Freedom, Peace, Independence, 

& Prosperity. U.S.A. Poland Ukraine

Campaign to Aid Ukrainian Refugees

Dear Members, Friends and Supporters,

Many people have been asking how they can help Ukrainian 
Refugees in Poland.

On the front page of PolishAmericanCenter.com, you will find 
a list of organizations worthy of your donation.

From that link you can click on the pages which provide 
details about each organization and how to make your 
donation.

All donations are appreciated.

Log on to: PolishAmericanCenter.com.

 Our pottery is also: Dishwasher Safe, Microwave Safe, Oven Safe, Freezer Safe and Chip Resistant.  

King of Prussia Mall, King of Prussia, PA

610-256-2306  •  PolskaPolishPottery.com

All pottery is 
authentic and direct 

from Poland. 

New Location: Polish Pottery Pride
Wyoming Valley Mall, Wilkes Barre, PA

570-592-6382  •  PolishPotteryPridePA.com

ANYZEK 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, & Fuel Oil

Providing Services in Camden, Gloucester 
and Burlington Counties since 1932

856-456-5953 • Anyzek.com
Free Estimates • Repairs & Replacements • Emergency Service

The Board of Directors and Staff of 

Philadelphia Federal Credit Union 

Extends Best Wishes to Polonia 

The Gruszewski & Schaller Families
Extend Best Wishes 

to the 
Polish American Community

Polish Museum of America
America’s First Ethnic Museum

984 North Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, IL 60642

773-384-3352, ext. 104 • PolishMuseumOfAmerica.org
Founded in 1935, the Polish Museum of America is one of the 
country’s first and largest ethnic museums. Polish and 
Polish American history is promoted through music, artworks, 
and historical and cultural displays.
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Polish American Social Services “PASS”
PolishAmericanSocialServices.com or UnitedSocialServices.com

Polish American Social Services “PASS”
United Social Services Outreach Program

Main Office:

308 Walnut Street • Philadelphia, PA 19106
Open Monday to Friday • 10 A.M. to 4 P.M.

Telephone: (215) 923-1900
Outreach Services in and around the Philadelphia area

If you, a family member, or friend have a question concerning social 
services, call PASS and discuss your needs with a representative. 
All calls are CONFIDENTIAL, and PASS will either give you the 
information you need, handle your service directly, or refer you to 
the proper agency that can assist you.

Clients wishing to visit the main office at 308 Walnut Street, or one 
of the outreach sites, are asked to call in advance so that a Social 
Service Representative can tell you what documentation you will 
need to bring with you to process your request. 

You can view an outline of several programs available to senior 
citizens and individuals of all ages on the PASS Internet site at 
PolishAmericanSocialServices.com.

For additional information, call PASS, Monday through Friday, 
between 10 A.M. and 4 P.M. at (215) 923-1900.

Job Seeker and Job Training Outreach

Sponsored by:
Polish American Social Services “PASS”
308 Walnut Street • Philadelphia, PA 19106

Telephone: (215) 923-1900 • Fax: (215) 922-1518  
Internet: PolishAmericanSocialServices.com

Do You Have A Resume?

	 PASS encourages job-seeking clients to prepare an outline of 
their work experience, or a resume, before they apply for any type of 
employment.  A written resume helps job seekers present their job 
qualifications to a prospective employer.  A PASS staff associate can 
review your current resume, update it, or develop a new one with 
you to prepare you for your job interview.   		
	 This service is available at the office of Polish American 	
Social Services, 308 Walnut Street in Center City Philadelphia.  
Call to make an appointment for this free service at (215) 923-1900.
				          

What If I Am Satisfied With My Current Resume?

	 If you are already satisfied with your resume, live in the State 
of Pennsylvania and want to share your availability with potential  
employers, mail your resume to PASS and your resume will be 
shared with prospective employers. Mail your resume to:

		  Polish American Social Services
		  Employment Outreach
		  308 Walnut Street
		  Philadelphia, PA  19106			 
		  Fax to:  (215) 922-1518  
		  Email to: Staff@PolishAmericanSocialServices.com

	 For more information call PASS, Monday through Friday between 
10 A.M. and 4 P.M. at: (215) 923-1900.

Attention Employers!

	 People seeking employment often contact PASS.  The staff will 
be pleased to alert job seekers of Job Openings that have been 
reported.  

	 If your place of employment is about to or has posted a position, 
kindly let “PASS” know about that opening.  Call Monday through 
Friday, between 10 A.M. and 4 P.M. (215) 923-1900, or send the job 
opening information to:

Attn: Employment Information
Polish American Social Services

308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

	 Kindly include qualifications needed, starting salary and where to 
go for an application and interview.

	 “PASS” works closely with the 
Philadelphia Corporation for Aging to 
provide information and assistance to 
the elderly.  For information regarding 
services available in Philadelphia 
and Southeastern Pennsylvania, call 

PCA’s helpline number at (215) 765-9040 or PASS (215) 923-1900. 

w w w. P C A C a re s . o r g

Property Tax / Rent Rebate Program

	 The Property Tax/Rent Rebate 
Program is being administered now. New 
applications are available.  Homeowners 
and renters can get back as much as 
$1000 on last year’s real estate taxes or 
rent.  The income limit is $45,000 annually 
for homeowners and for renters to qualify.  
It is important to know that only half of 
your Social Security or SSI counts toward 
the income guideline.  Age requirements are 65 or older, living with a 
spouse that is 65 or older, widow or widower between the ages of 50 
to 64 or permanently disabled between the ages of 18 and 64.  For 
more information call PASS at (215) 923-1900.

LIHEAP Fuel Rebate Program
	 As in previous years, the Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), also known as the Fuel 
Rebate Program, began on November 4, 2024.  The 
deadline to apply is April 4, 2025. Those who have applied 
in previous years should be receiving applications in the 
mail. 

	 For those who are not familiar with the program, there 
is no age restriction to apply. 

	 For more information on filing requirements or to get an 
application, call PASS at (215) 923-1900. 

Annual Household Income Limits (before taxes):

	 Household size	 Monthly Income	 Annual Income 

		  1	 $1,882.50	 $22,590

		  2	 $2,555.00	 $30,660

		  3	 $3,227.50	 $38,730

		  4	 $3,900.00	 $46,800

		  5	 $4,572.50	 $54,870

		  6	 $5,245.00	 $62,940

	 For more information on filing requirements or to receive an 
application, call PASS at (215) 923-1900.

City of Philadelphia Property Tax Freeze

	 If you are a senior citizen living in the city of Philadelphia and are 
interested in applying for the City of Philadelphia Property Tax 
Freeze Program, call “PASS” Polish American Social Services, also 
known as United Social Services.

	 To qualify for the City of Philadephia Property Tax Freeze 
Program, you or your spouse must be 65 years of age or older. For a 
single person, your total income must be $33,500 or less and for 
a married couple, your total income must be $41,500 or less. 

	 Those who qualify will receive a freeze on their City of 
Philadephia property taxes.

Program Deadline: 1/31/25
	 For an application or additional information, call PASS’s United 
Social Services Outreach Program, Monday through Friday, between 
10 A.M. and 4 P.M. at 215-923-1900.  

City of Philadelphia Property Tax Freeze

	 If you are a senior citizen living in the city of Philadelphia and are 
interested in applying for the City of Philadelphia Property Tax 
Freeze Program, call “PASS” Polish American Social Services, also 
known as United Social Services.

	 To qualify for the City of Philadephia Property Tax Freeze 
Program, you or your spouse must be 65 years of age or older. For a 
single person, your total income must be $33,500 or less and for 
a married couple, your total income must be $41,500 or less. 

	 Those who qualify will receive a freeze on their City of 
Philadephia property taxes.

Program Deadline: 1/31/25
	 For an application or additional information, call PASS’s United 
Social Services Outreach Program, Monday through Friday, between 
10 A.M. and 4 P.M. at 215-923-1900.  



January 2025, Polish American News - Page 14

Polish American Social Services “PASS” 
United Social Services 

Attention - United Way Donor Choice Supporters

	 Throughout the year, PASS welcomes support from its 
contributors. The staff works hard to help its constituents maintain 
their dignity and self-sufficiency by providing up-to-date information, 
referrals and direct assistance regarding low-income, age-related 
difficulties, bilingual needs, and unemployment. 

	 The Board, staff and clients are grateful to all who share their 
resources with PASS. Direct donations to the agency and donations 
through United Way Donor Choice or corporate matching grants are 
very important to our community outreach programs in Philadelphia 
and surrounding areas. 

Listed below are a few ways you can help PASS: 

1. Direct your United Way Donor Choice contributions to United 
Polish American Social Services, (the official name of the 
agency), by calling (215) 665-2598 or Email 
Donorservices@UnitedforImpact.org and request a Donor Choice 
form. When you receive the form use PASS Code: 1869 to direct 
your contribution to United Polish American Social Services. 

	 United Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey 
includes: Southeastern Pennsylvania, Camden, Cumberland and 
Burlington Counties

	 Workplace campaign contributions to PASS are honored in 
many regions across the country. It is important to ask your 
campaign management about this, no matter where you live.

2. Let your co-workers know about PASS and invite them to 
support the agency.

3. Make sure that family members and friends know that they 
can support PASS through the Donor Choice option at their 
workplace or offer direct donations to the agency.

4. If you work for a company that matches employee gifts, 
double your gift by filling out the appropriate form. Many 
companies who would otherwise not support agencies like PASS 
do provide support through this vital program.

5, If you are not a part of the United Way Donor Choice Program 
and you would like to support our efforts, you can send your 
Tax-Deductible Donation to the address below.
 
Important information you’ll need to fill out your form: 
 

Polish American Social Services			   PASS Code: 1869 

Official Name “United Polish American Social Services” 

308 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Telephone: (215) 923-1900 

Internet: PolishAmericanSocialServices.com 

Email: Staff@PolishAmericanSocialServices.com 

or: Staff@UnitedSocialServices.com

Associated Polish Home 
9150 Academy Road 

in Northeast Philadelphia

Events, Picnic Grounds, 

Hall Rentals and Beer Garden 

For information, visit them 
on the Internet at: 

PolishHome.com or 

call: 215-624-9954.

Associated Polish Home Banquet Hall Rentals
~The Ideal Philadelphia Banquet Hall~

Plan your Wedding, Shower, Banquet, Concert, Fundraiser, Meeting, 
Luncheon, Picnic, or Show at the Associated Polish Home of 
Philadelphia

We’re conveniently located in Northeast Philadelphia at 9150 
Academy Road – right off Frankford Avenue and I-95.

Our main banquet hall and lounge can accommodate from 25 up to 
300 people. Our grounds include an enclosed parking lot, and there 
is ample street parking around the event space.

Each Hall has a stage, making it an ideal concert or show venue as 
well!

Cater and decorate on your own, or let us attend to the details! We 
work with award-winning caterers, florists, DJs, bands, entertainers, 
and party planners that will make your event unforgettable.

For pricing, availability, or to make an appointment to tour 
the banquet hall and lounge, please send us an email:  
polishhomerentals@gmail.com. 

Visit us online at:
PolishAmericanNews.com
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PolskaPolishPottery.com

Located in: The Shoppes At Wissinoming 
 5597 Tulip St, Philadelphia, PA 19124

and
3745 Aramingo Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19137

Proudly Owned and Operated by the Ammons Family

In Recognition of a Major Donation to the 

Polish American Cultural Center 

Museum Exhibit Hall

From 

Casimir Kowalski

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

PRCUA
A National Fraternal Benefit Society

Main Office:

984 N. Milwaukee Avenue - Chicago, IL 60642

Telephone: 1-800-772-8632 • Internet: PRCUA.org

Polish American Congress
	 308 Walnut Street
	 Philadelphia, PA 19106

	 Kindly check one of the following 
	 and return with your remittance:

	 ___ Supportive Membership       ___ Polish American News Supporter 

	 Individual $50.00 ____ 	 Family $60.00 ____

	 Kindly give us your email so that you will be able to receive an online copy 
of the Polish American News and other information.

	 Name ________________________________________________

	 Address ______________________________________________

	 City _____________________ State _________ Zip _________
	
	 Email ________________________________________________
	
	 Make check payable and mail to:

The Polish American Congress 
Eastern Pennsylvania District invites you to support the 
Polish American News and our community-wide efforts

2025

Download and print archived editions of the Polish American News 
from the Internet at: PolishAmericanNews.com

Polish American Heritage Association “PAHA”
Camden County, New Jersey, Community Contact

Pat Kwoka – 856-310-1783
Email: pkwoka@comcast.net
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Extending Our Most Sincere Wishes 
to All for a Happy New Year!

Warm Wishes from Sandra Tomaszewski & Family

Tomaszewski Funeral Home

Edward C. Tomaszewski, Inc. Funeral Home
2728-30 East Allegheny Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19134-5999

(215) 739-6624

Polish American Cultural Center Museum
308 Walnut Street – Philadelphia, PA 19106 – (215) 922-1700

Internet: PolishAmericanCenter.com

Memorial Gifts Are Appreciated

Memorial gifts in honor of relatives and friends continue to 

help maintain the Polish American Cultural Center Museum 

Exhibit Hall, 308 Walnut Street in Historic Philadelphia.  The 

Museum promotes public awareness of Polish history and heritage 

and welcomes tourists from across the United States and around 

the world who visit the Exhibit Hall during their tour of Historic 

Philadelphia. There is a Memorial Gift Donation Form located 

on the front page of PolishAmericaCenter.com (memorial 

donations link)

Memorial Gift Obituary Notice 

We would appreciate our members and supporters having the 

Polish American Cultural Center listed as a suggested charity 

in obituary notices.  Kindly list the following text in the obituary 

notice - Memorial donations in the name of the deceased can be 

made to the Polish American Cultural Center Museum, 308 Walnut 

Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106.  For additional information, contact 

the Museum, Monday through Friday, between 11 A.M. and 3 P.M., 

(215) 922-1700.

In Memory of 

Mary Romanowski
January 15, 1915  •  November 25, 2006

Offered by Daughter

Theresa Romanowski

Memorial Tribute to

Renee J. Kowalski
Katarzyna Kowalski and Stanislaw Kowalski

offered by

Casimir Kowalski

Bee  F l owe r s Caterine Calderon

2637 E. Al legheny Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134
Phone: (267) 519-2453 • Fax: (267) 519-2475
bee f loras@yahoo.com •  www.bee- f lowers .com
Flowers  fo r  a l l  occas ions        Del ivery  Nat ional  & Inter nat ional

In Memory of 

Frank Romanowski
August 3, 1914  •  May 22, 1996

Offered by Daughter

Theresa Romanowski

In Memory of

Dorothy L. Walunas
From Joseph S. Walunas

There’s No Place Like The Neighborhood

2535-37 Castor Avenue (Castor & Aramingo)
Philadelphia, PA 19134 • 215-744-1531

Stop in and ask for a frequent dinner card
Your 11th Meal Free!

Polish American Travel Service
Travel Reservations 

Translation Services
2714 E. Allegheny Avenue • Philadelphia, PA 19134

(215) 634-3396

Looking for homemade POLISH food 
that will send your taste buds SOARING? 

Visit

CZERW’S KIELBASY
In the Port Richmond section of Philadelphia
3370 Tilton Street Philadelphia, PA 19134

215-423-1707

     For over 80 years, Czerw’s 
has been the purveyors of old-
fashioned Polish foods. Using 
the “Old World” technique, our 
kielbasa is smoked in traditional 
brick-oven smokehouses. 
Kielbasa is made and smoked 
fresh daily!! Rest assured you 

are receiving the HIGHEST quality foods from us. None of our 
products contain artificial fillers or preservatives.

In Memory of

Michael Howitz
from Wife

Josephine Howitz

PolishAmericanRadio.com

Download archived editions of the
 Polish American News

from the Internet at: PolishAmericanNews.com



Polish American Cultural Center Exhibit Hall Sponsors Business Directory

Polish National Alliance
America’s Largest 

National Fraternal Organization 

National Office: 6100 N. Cicero Avenue

Chicago, IL 60646 • 1-800-621-3723

Tantala Associates, LLC
Engineers & Architects

6200 Frankford Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19135

215-289-4600  •  www.tantala.com

Albert M. Tantala, Sr., P.E.

Peter J. Tantala, P.E.

Albert M. Tantala, Jr., AIA

Michael W. Tantala, P.E.

Engineering Services Organizations

Polish American Congress
Eastern Pennsylvania District

308 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106  •  215-922-1700

Polish American Heritage Association
of Delaware County

St. Hedwig’s Society, Chester, PA

Polish National Alliance, Lodge #650
2201 N. Bent Lane

Aston, PA 19014  •  484-995-0597

Polish American Heritage Association
Manayunk, Roxborough 

& Surrounding Areas Group

Helen Cyzio - (215) 482-3040

Life Insurance
Organizations

Second Street Polish Society
P.O. Box 37107

Philadelphia, PA 19148

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
National Fraternal Benefit Society 

Main Office: 984 N. Milwaukee Avenue

Chicago, IL 60642 • 1-800-772-8632

www.prcua.org

Restaurants

Union Roofing
Siding, Windows & Doors

Free Estimate • 10 Year Guarantee
215-464-6425 - See ad in this newsletter.

PA Consumer Registration #PA010759

Roofing

Edward C. Tomaszewski 
Funeral Home, Inc.

Two of Port Richmond’s Most Modern and

Spacious Chapels at One Location

2728-30 E. Allegheny Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19134 • 215-739-6624

Funeral Directors
Slabinski/Sucharski Funeral Home, Inc.

2614 Orthodox Street

Philadelphia, PA 19137

215-744-2700

Applebees
There’s No Place Like the Neighborhood

2535-37 Castor Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19134  •  215-744-1531

Ask for a frequent diner card • Your 11th Meal Free!
See ad in this newsletter.

Visit the
 National Shrine of 

Our Lady of Czestochowa 
“America’s Czestochowa”

654 Ferry Road
Doylestown, PA 

Telephone: 215-345-0600
Internet: PolishShrine.com

We ask that you support the
advertisers in the

Polish American News 
and call the 

Museum Exhibit Hall
for more information.

Call: Monday - Friday
11 A.M. to 3 P.M.
(215) 922-1700

Polish & Slavic
Federal Credit Union

www.PSFCU.com 

Thank You

 for Supporting 

Our Advertisers.

Kindly Let them know 

that you saw them 

listed in the 

Polish American News!

ne w s
P O L I S H

A M E R I C A N
Place your business ad in the next edition 

of the Polish American News.  For more 

information, call 215-922-1700, Monday 

through Friday, 11 A.M. to 3 P.M.
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Polish American Social Services “PASS”
PolishAmericanSocialServices.com or UnitedSocialServices.com

Important Information Regarding Social Security
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The Polish American Heritage Association of Manayunk / Roxborough
Wigilia Dinner

Sunday, December 15, 2024 • 2:00 P.M.  •  St. John’s Church Hall

	 On Sunday, December 15th, The Polish American 
Heritage Association from Manayunk and Roxborough 
known as PAHA, held a Wigilia Dinner in St. John’s 
Church Hall, in the Manayunk section of Philadelphia.  
More than 300 people attended.  

	 Compliments to Helen Cyzio, Joe Deskiewicz the 
community contacts for PAHA, and thanks to Rev. 
Kenneth Cavara, Pastor of St. John the Baptist parish 
and St. Josaphat Church, and the entire committee, for 
helping make the Wigilia celebration a great success. 
Michael Blichasz, President of the Polish American 
Cultural Center in Historic Philadelphia, assisted with 
the Wigilia program and lead the singing of Koledy. 

	 Everyone enjoyed delicious Polish food, sang Polish 
Christmas Carols “Koledy”, and Santa came to visit the 
Wigilia and speak with all the children. It was a great 
event to promote the Polish Style family celebration of 
Wigilia which is held on Christmas eve.  

	 Thanks for Everyone’s Help!  Looking for another great 
celebration in December, 2025. 
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National Small Business Weekend
The first Friday, Saturday & Sunday of Every Month

Visit: NationalSmallBusinessWeekend.com for more information.

For more information about the 25th Jubilee Ball, or the 
Polish Language School, call Pani Alexandra at 610-457-6677.

Suppo r t  t he  adve r t i s e r s  l i s t ed  i n  t he  P o l i sh  Amer i c an  N ews .
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For information on how to advertise in the Polish American 
News you can email: 

Advertise@PolishAmericanNews.com
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Michael Carnahan
Cultural Center

Outreach Representative

PNA Council 21 Baltimore Celebrates Christmas
By Michael Carnahan

December 7, 2024 – Baltimore, Maryland

	 Getting an early start on 
holiday celebrations, Polish 
National Alliance (PNA) Council 
21 in Baltimore held is annual 
Children’s Christmas Party and 
its Adult Members’ Christmas 
Party on the first Saturday in 
December. With lots of cheer 
and joy, Christmas music, 
great holiday food, and even a 
visit from Santa himself, those 
gathered had a tremendous time 
sharing in the Christmas spirit.

	 Each year PNA opens its 
doors to the community, 
welcoming children of all ages 
and backgrounds to come 
together to celebrate the magic 
of Christmas. During the 
event, attendees are treated to food, Polish crafts, carols, and 
storytelling by PNA librarian Adam Mazurek. 
To cap the event off, PNA makes special arrangements 
with Santa for him to make a brief appearance, to hear the 
Christmas wishes of the children, and to share with each of 
them a holiday bag filled with gifts and treats. After visiting 
with Santa, the children are invited to a special table of toys 
where they can choose an extra gift. The entire event is free and 
open to the public, and it is made possible through donations 
and partnerships with organizations such as Santa Claus 
Anonymous.

	 After the party has ended, the PNA elves prepare for the 
second party of the day – the annual party for adult members 
and guests. Attendees enjoy great company, terrific food, and 
both warm and cold refreshments, with Christmas music 
playing all the while. Attendees bring dishes to share, including 
appetizers, mains, and desserts, and after dinner they engage in 
a special gift exchange with twists and turns.

	 In true PNA tradition, each guest also receives the next 
year’s PNA calendar, filled with photos of the organization’s 
activities and community outreach from throughout the year, 
and highlighting all of the important Polish and American dates, 
including future PNA events.

	 Overall, this special day is always a terrific beginning to the 
holiday season.

Photos by: Honorary Consul of the Republic of Poland for Maryland, Richard Poremski.
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Michael Carnahan
Cultural Center

Outreach Representative

54 Years of East Baltimore Christmas
By Michael Carnahan

December 23, 2024 – Baltimore, Maryland

	 Polish Christmas traditions are 
alive and well in Baltimore, and 
the recent celebration of the 54th 
annual East Baltimore Christmas 
is evidence of just that. Every 
December 23rd, the Baltimore 
Polish Community looks forward 
to gathering and walking through 
the streets of Fells Point, singing 
Christmas carols in both Polish 
and English, and bringing joy to 
everyone around.

	 Each year, anywhere from 
several hundred to over a 
thousand carolers gather at Polish 
Home Club on Broadway where 
they enjoy some pre-caroling 
refreshments and camaraderie 
before beginning the uplifting trek 
throughout the local communities. 
Under the leadership of Polish Home president Lewis Hubbard, 
the crowd gets underway in the early evening, singing carols 
while walking, and also while stopping at businesses, senior living 
communities, and the two Polish churches -- Holy Rosary Catholic 
Church and Holy Cross Polish National Catholic Church.

	 Residents and businesses alike provide refreshments and treats 
along the route while the carolers share their incredible love of the 
Christmas season. The singing is led by members of Ojczyzna Polish 
Dancers with music provided by Charm City Sound.

	 After about an hour and a half to two hours, the crowd completes 
the journey, returning to Polish Home Club to continue the fun 
in both the main floor lounge and the upper-level grand hall, with 
music provided once again by Charm City Sound. Those gathered 
enjoy pierogi, Polish beer, and other treats, while dancing to Polka 
music and other great sounds.

	 And as things wind down for the evening, the carolers share 
with each other warm wishes and holiday cheer, knowing that in 
just 12 short months they’ll be gathering again to start the annual 
celebration known as East Baltimore Christmas.

	 For more information, and to view photos and videos of this event, 
visit the Polish Home Club Facebook page, at www.facebook.com/
PolishHomeClub, or visit the East Baltimore Christmas Facebook 
page, at www.facebook.com/EastBaltimoreChristmas. 

	 Wishing you and yours a Happy New Year from the Baltimore 
Polish Community.

Photos by: Honorary Consul of the Republic of Poland for Maryland, Richard Poremski.
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Polish American Cultural Center Museum
In Historic Philadelphia

Enjoys Welcoming Visitors from Across America and Around the World Since 1988

Baltimore Polonia Supports Santa Claus Anonymous
By Michael Carnahan

December 12, 2024 – Baltimore, Maryland

	 Celebrating its 90th year of charitable works, Santa Claus Anonymous – a Baltimore-based nonprofit – continues its mission to “Give a 
child a Christmas.” Engaging in a variety of activities throughout the year to raise money to support its mission, one of the favorite events 
of supporters is the annual Wine and Beer Tasting, with its Christmas-themed environment, incredible selection of wines, beers, and other 
beverages, delicious food, and tremendous camaraderie. The event also features a DJ with warm holiday music, a silent auction, a raffle table, 
and 50-50 laydown boards.

	 Knowing the important mission of the organization, Baltimore Polonia is always ready to help. Polish National Alliance (PNA) Council 21 
sponsors tables of guests, while those guests also sponsor wine tasting tables and other activities. Members of Ojczyzna Polish Dancers help out 
by walking around during the event and selling out the 50-50 laydown boards to raise even more money for this fantastic cause.
PNA president, and Honorary Consul of the Republic of Poland for Maryland, Richard Poremski said, “of all the events we support each year, 
this is one that truly hits home.” He continued, “growing up in Baltimore, times were tough, and it means a great deal to be able to help Santa 
Claus Anonymous fulfill its annual mission to give each child a Christmas.”

	 Artistic director of Ojczyzna Polish Dancers, and vice president of PNA, Council 21, Malgorzata Bondyra, shared that “it’s a special time of 
year, and when we can come together to help support the children and families of our communities, that’s when we are making a difference.” 
Asked what her favorite parts of the event were, she commented that “it’s the Christmas spirit, being with people who truly care and want to 
help, and the joy of giving on the faces of everyone present.”

	 For more information, and to find out how you can help “Give a child a Christmas,” please visit www.santaclausanonymous.org/.
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Polish Dinner 
at 

St. Ephrem’s
	 On Saturday, January 4, 2025, it was a 
special day to celebrate Polish and Polish 
American Heritage during the Polish 
Dinner that took place at St. Ephrem’s 
Parish, 5400 Hulmeville Road in Bensalem, 
Pennsylvania. The event was organized by 
the Teresa Wojcik Family and friends which 
featured a large selection of traditional 
Polish food and desserts, the singing Polish 
Christmas carols “Koledy”, dancing the 
Polonaise, live music by the Dance Hall 
Detour Band and lots of fun and fellowship 
for the large crowd of people that attended.  

	 St. Ephrem’s Pastor, Fr. Mike Speziale, 
said it was great to see everyone enjoying 
themselves and thanked everyone that 
attended and complemented the event 
organizers for helping to continue the 
Polish Dinner at St. Ephrem’s.
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From the Desk of 
Michael Blichasz

American Workers Advocate
Host of Saturday Variety Program at 11 A.M.

& American Workers Radio, Wednesdays at 11 A.M.

860 AM Radio, WWDB • Philadelphia, PA

I welcome you to review the information from 
my recent weekly commentaries and ask that 
you share this information with others.

AmericanWorkersNeedYou.com

Our Actions Always Speak Louder Than Words!

     Supporters of the Buy American Made Campaign can look 
with pride at what our message has accomplished to unite our 
fellow Americans over the years. It demonstrates what can be 
done when people work together to make positive change become 
a reality. With so many people now promoting our message we 
have been able to generate the support of tens-of-millions of 
Americans, and working together our message will continue to 
grow in 2025.

     Our supporters 
understand that as 
America’s consumers 
we cannot sit back and 
do nothing and expect 
things to change on 
their own. By using 

our spending power to support the skills of American workers 
FIRST, local and national business owners and investors see 
the importance of expanding and restoring manufacturing in the 
United States. It has not been an easy task because so many 
industries were invited to move out of the United States and 
make their products in foreign countries.

     After watching what happened over the last 35 years, it is 
urgent that America’s business owners and elected leaders 
make positive efforts to expand and bring back industries 
and jobs to the United States.

     I suggest that America’s national, state, local and business 
leaders follow our example and support American made products 
first and the services provided by American workers first.

	     To get more young people ready for the modern workforce, 
local school boards across America must take on the challenge 
to restore trade and technology programs in junior and senior 
high schools across the United States. We need this to happen so 
America’s businesses always have qualified people to make their 
businesses successful in the United States as we compete with an 
ever growing global economy.

     Happy New Year to you and yours and thanks for 
spreading the word to your family and friends.

Create and Save American Jobs online at:

MadeInAmericaStore.com
For Store Locations 

and Hours, Call us at:

1-800-284-0384

Find “Made in America” 
Products from your 
iPhone and access 
American Workers Radio.

Go4MadeinUSA.com

 Be Proud of OUR EFFORTS!

	 Supporters of the Buy American Made Campaign and 
American Workers Radio can look with pride at our UNITED 
efforts during the last 25 years. Together we have generated the 
support of millions of Americans and I’m encouraging everyone 
to help us make 2025 an even better year as we support 
American workers and the businesses that employ them.

	 Our supporters understand that as America’s consumers our 
ACTIONS ALWAYS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS!  We have 
seen that by using our spending power to support the work and 
skills of American workers FIRST, we are seeing more American 
made items for sale at a growing number of stores across America.

	 Because of our grass-roots efforts, radio, Internet and 
newspaper commentaries, and a growing number of media outlets, 
millions of Americans are seeing and hearing our message and 
spreading the word as positive changes continue to happen.

	 From what we all see our efforts have been more effective than 
all of America’s national elected leaders combined. We continue 
to urge American business leaders, investors, and America’s 
workforce to UNITE for the well-being of America and its future. 
National, state and local elected leaders should take the Buy 
American Made Campaign and American Workers Radio 
message and make it part of their goal to expand and restore jobs 
and job skills throughout America.

	 Thank you for your ongoing support. Everyone is urged to 
promote the efforts of the Buy American Made Campaign and 
American Workers Radio so we have even more success in 2025.

     We welcome your comments and suggestions. E-mail them to: 
Michael@AmericanWorkersRadio.com. 

     Thanks for your participation.

Thanks to the Organizations, Business 
Associations, News Media and Individuals that 
helped promote DECEMBER as National Small 
Business Month.  For more information visit: 
NationalSmallBusinessMonth.com

Listen to Re-Broadcasts
of the Daily and Weekend 

Polish American Radio Programs at:
PolishAmericanRadioProgram.com

V i s i t  u s  o n  t h e  I n t e r n e t  a t : 

P o l i s h A m e r i c a n C e n t e r . c o m



S u p p o r t  O u r  S u p p o r t e r s

Kindly Support

Our Supporters
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Visit us on Facebook

at

Facebook.com/PACCPhilly

Please be sure to

Like, Follow & 

Share with

Family and Friends


